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Infectious disease control in the Netherlands

The Netherlands: constitutional hereditary monarchie and parliamentary democracy

17,3 million inhabitants

National government: Ministry of Health

Ministerie van Volksgezondheid, Welzijn en Sport (VWS)

Infectious disease control: RIVM

The National Institute for Public Health and the Environment /

Rijksinstituut voor Volksgezondheid en Milieu 

Centre for Infectious Disease Control / Centrum Infectieziektebestrijding (Cib)

Local infectious disease control: GGD’en

25 Public Health Services

Regional infectious disease control

Collaborating GGD’en in 7 regions
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25 GGD’en (public health services)

1 GGD Groningen 10 GGD Twente 19 DGJ Zuid-Holland-Zuid

2 FGGD Fryslân 11 GGD Gooi en Vechtstreek 20 GGD Hart voor Brabant

3 GGD Drenthe 12 GGD Noord- en Oost-Gelderland 21 GGD West-Brabant

4 GGD Hollands Noorden 13 GGD regio Utrecht 22 GGD Zeeland

5 GGD Flevoland 14 GGD Hollands-Midden 23 GGD Brabant-Zuidoost

6 GGD IJsselland 15 GGD Haaglanden 24 GGD Limburg-Noord

7 GGD Zaanstreek/Waterland 16 VG Gelderland-Midden 25 GGD Zuid-Limburg
8 GGD Kennemerland 17 GGD Gelderland-Zuid

9 GGD Amsterdam 18 GGD Rotterdam-Rijnmond

Local authorities are responsible for

infectious disease control:

“All municipalities have the legal duty to

promote the health of their citizens and to

protect them against illness and calamities”.

This task has been assigned by the mayors

to the GGD’en.
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RIVM

7 regions for infectious disease control with representatives at the RIVM:

• RAC: Regionaal Arts Consulent (regional physician consultant - GGD)

• REC: Regionaal Epidemioloog Consulent (GGD epidemiologist)

• COM: Consulent Openbare Medische Microbiologie 

• RTC: Regionaal Consulent Tuberculosebestrijding (GGD TB physician)

• RVC: Regionaal Veterinair Consulent 

• AC: Alimentair Consulent 

The National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) is a knowledge and research institute for 

promoting public health and safeguarding a healthy environment. It has a central role in infectious disease

control and national prevention and population screening programmes.
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RIVM and GGD
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GGD Network

Bron: Ronald ter Schegget GGD BZOBron: R. ter Schegget, GGD Brabant ZO
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Wet publieke gezondheid (Public Health Act)

The Public Health Act (Wpg) regulates the organization of public health care, the control of 

infectious disease crises and the isolation of persons / means of transport that can pose 

international health risks. The law also regulates youth and elderly health care. 

44 notifiable diseases (group A, B1, B2 and C)

Group A:

• Minister of Health is leading and responsible for infection control (VWS and RIVM)

• Enforced isolation, examination, quarantine and professional ban (GGD and Veiligheidsregio)

• Viral hemorrhagic fever, smallpox, polio Mers-CoV, SARS-CoV (2019n-CoV)



Nationale structuur bij crises, een illustratie
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Advies

Advies

Bestrijdings-
maatregelen

OMT

(wetenschap)

BAO

(beleid)

IBT*

Bestrijdings-
maatregelen

*Inter departementaal beleids team

Outbreak Management Team

• directeur Cib (RIVM), 
voorzitter

• LCI/CIb, secretaris

• NVMM

• LOI

• Clinicus

• Lokale GGD

• Adviseurs

Bestuurlijk Afstemmings Overleg

• VWS (DG VGZ)

• Coördinerend burgemeester

• RGF-GHOR

• IGZ

• VNG

• GGDNL

Minister of Health Hugo de Jonge
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Veiligheidsregio

• Extended local government based on a 

common regulation

• Area with cooperation regarding fire services, 

disaster management, crisis management, 

medical assistance and public order and 

safety

• Control measures
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• Covid-19 testing

• Source and Contact investigation

• Vaccination

• Information and Communication

GGD and Covid-19 control
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Dashboard Limburg (Limburg Noord, Zuid Limburg)
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National Dashboard Covid-19
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RIVM



19

RIVM guidelines

for GGD’en and other medical professionals
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• Euregional Website: contact details, information, results, newsletters, presentations. 

• Euregional Protocol: workflows to notify cases, outbreaks and exposures based on                      

cross-border connection, required response and chance of cross-border spread. 

• Five Cross-border Risk Alert Levels, accounting for disease spread, management, impact, and 

response actions, thus providing a common standardised method to assess cross-border risk(s) for a 

given notification. 

• Minimal Data Set: essential exchange-data to cross-border colleagues in accordance with legal 

obligations. 

• Cross-border Notification Template: structured cross-border notification and communication. 

• Real-time Cross-border Dashboard, harvesting data from the different software systems in use and 

displaying what, when, where and how cases, contacts and outbreaks happen in the cross-border 

area (tables and maps). 

• Cross-border Outbreak table-top Simulation, testing cross-border abilities to act upon an incident 

and making participants realize its complexity.

Cross-border infectious disease control

EMRIC+ project (2010-2013) in Euregion Maas Rhine South
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